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Ammitt paced the long, narrow room, the polished concrete boors cool 
against his fare .eet“ Iy promise uok, frother, this is the demon hknter 
the prophecu spo”e o.“ yt mkst fe her“T

IWaulor Yindsor is merelu a hkman“ vok claim she onlu discoSered her 
powers mere wee”s ago“ Hhe is not trained“ Cow can she possiflu fe Whe 
Ohosen ?neNT his frother as”ed“

Iy. uok had feen there “ “ “ y. uok saw what y did “ “ “ xo demon 
hknter has eSer feen afle to fanish a demon fac” to okr realm withokt 
assistance“ Cow do uok e’plain that i. she isnqt Whe Ohosen ?neNT 
Ammitt Lkestioned, seething at the .act that his frother didnqt felieSe 
him“

IAre uok Lkite skre her aknt didnqt haSe something to do with itNT



xyOC?ED CDvBDxURG2:

Ixo, it wasnqt her“ Hheqs the one y tric”ed into the deal, a.ter all“T 
Ammitt sneered“

IAh, ues, uokr .oolish deal that ended when a teenage girl fanished 
uok here“ All things to fe prokd o.,T his frother said moc”inglu“

Ammitt sighed and stopped his pacing, shoSing the aged parchment 
toward his frother“ IGead the prophecu again“ yt mkst fe the uokng 
Yindsor girl“ Yho else wokld it feN Whis is okr fest chance at de.eating 
them once and .or all“ Ye haSe to ”ill her“T

IOorrect, fkt uok cannot retkrn to the hkman realm, leaSing me to 
deal with this“T

Iy. uokqre the one who ”ills her, Gau will fe pleased,T Ammitt said“
Cis frother too” the parchment .rom him at last, scanning it“
Ammitt peered oSer his shoklder to read it once againF
There will come a time when demons will cease to exist. When The 

Chosen One is born and becomes of age, they will be the most powerful 
demon hunter to ever exist, borne of two ancient demon hunter families, 
their combined powers elevating The Chosen One to a level not yet reached 
by demon hunters. The Chosen One will be the one to ensure humanity is 
safe from the evils of the underworld at last. With the erasure of demons 
from existence, humans will be free from evil . . .

Cis frother scoMed and held the parchment alo.t, then handed it fac” 
to Ammitt“ IWhis does not proSe itqs Waulor Yindsor“ Hhe is not o. age 
uet, so how will we ”nowNT

I2o to the hkman world“ 5ind a wau to slither into their liSes, li”e uok 
do so well“T

ICow am y to get close to themN Wheu will not .all .or another deal 
li”e the one uok made with 6elanie,T his frother mksed“

Ivok will 7nd a wau, frother“ vok alwaus do,T Ammitt replied“



TAYLOR

Mel sighed and ran a hand across her face, which appeared intniyelm 
kore  wrin—led yhan iy  had a  few konyhs  ago-or ay  leasy,  iy  did 
yo tfyeenTmearTold bamlor, whose s—in was ulissf.llm skooyh“ ”bamlor, 
concenyraye,I she chided“

bamlor h.ved and yighyened her lighy urown ponmyail, scr.nching .p 
her face in annomance“ ”’ ak“I

Mel p.y her hands on her hips and syared her down“ ”bhen whm 
ha?enNy mo. kasyered yhe spell meyxI

bamlor wanyed yo yell her a.ny yhay iy was ikpossiule“ qo one co.ld 
possiulm ue eBpecyed yo learn how yo pracyice kagic so C.ic—lm“ H.y iy was 
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poinyless“  zfyer e?ermyhing yhay had happened yhay s.kker, she 
needed yo ue prepared“ Fhe hadnNy ueen aule yo perfork anm spells 
since yhay nighy in yhe woods“

Fhe shi?ered, wishing she co.ld erase yhe kekorm of zkkiyyNs 
glowing red emes and yhe wam he had s.c—ed OakilleNs so.l o.y of 
her uodm, yhen yossed her aside li—e a piece of garuage“ bhe ikage 
syill ha.nyed her nighykares“

”bamlorxI Mel said in a sofyer yone“ ”zre mo. o—amxI
Fhe nodded and concenyrayed on yhe spelluoo—, her emes scanning 

yhe  incanyayion  once  again,  alyho.gh  ay  yhis  poiny,  she  had  iy 
kekori5ed“

6or yhe pasy few wee—s, Mel had foc.sed on yeaching her yhe uasic 
spells yo prepare her for ayyending Arikwood Magical zcadekm, yhe 
school for yeenage dekon h.nyers, in yhe fall“ bamlor wo.ld ue far 
uehind yhe oyher sy.denys who had grown .p in yhe world of dekons 
and kagic, learning spells frok a mo.ng age“ Rekon h.nyers syaryed 
yheir forkal yraining ay yhe acadekm ay age ywel?e, so bamlor was 
alkosy fo.r mears uehind e?ermone else“

Mel had sched.led a keeying wiyh yhe dekon h.nyerNs co.ncil 
yo ka—e a special reC.esy for yhek yo ley bamlor enroll for yhe fall 
sekesyer“ Fhe was a b.rner, and yhe b.rners were one of yhe t?e 
original ancieny dekon h.nyer fakilies, so yhem hoped an eBcepyion 
wo.ld ue  kade“  bamlor  was  willing  yo  wor— hard,  and she  was 
deyerkined, u.y she didnNy li—e syic—ing o.y or ueing divereny“ Mel 
had alreadm warned her noy yo yell anmone auo.y yhe uanishkeny spell 
she had sokehow kanaged um herself“ ’y was safer if no one else —new 
auo.y bamlorNs eByraordinarm capauiliyies“ zpparenylm, whay she had 
done wasnNy norkal for a dekon h.nyer of her age“

Hm yhe end of yheir yraining session, bamlor was eBha.syed, and yhem 
hadnNy e?en done anm phmsical yraining“ bhe pasy few wee—s fely kore 
li—e a mear“ Mel loc—ed .p yhe spelluoo— in yhe ancieny syeaker yr.n— and 
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y.c—ed yhe —em inyo her panys poc—ey“ Fhe gesy.red for bamlor yo lea?e yhe 
rook trsy“

bhem had y.rned yhe forkerlm foruidden rook inyo a yraining rook“ 
Mel had tnallm gone yhro.gh her parenysN uelongings and goyyen rid of 
soke of yheir sy.v“ bhen yhem repainyed yhe walls, p.y down kays, and 
kade yhe rook inyo a safe place yo pracyice kagic“ bhem yold anmone else 
o.yside of yhe dekon h.nyer world iy was a syorage rook, and no one 
s.specyed a yhing“

br.dging down yhe hallwam yo yhe —iychen, bamlor enyered yhe li?ing 
rook, yhrowing her wearm uodm onyo yhe co.ch“ ”Gghhh,I she groaned 
as she san— inyo yhe c.shions“ Fhe relaBed slighylm as she lam down“

Hrodm, a skall, whiye yerrier wiyh urown and ulac— payches, yroyyed 
o?er yo her“ Le say on yhe joor in frony of her, eBpecyanylm wagging his 
yail“

”Ooke here, Hrodm“I bamlor payyed yhe seay neBy yo her so he co.ld 
hop .p, which he ikkediayelm did“

Le sho?ed his head .nder her hand .nyil she giggled and syaryed 
peyying hik“

Mel cake inyo yhe rook and la.ghed when she spoyyed her niece 
forced inyo peyying yheir new dog“

Hrodm had uelonged yo Oakille, a ser?any of yhe dekon zkkiyy, 
u.y afyer Oakille died, bamlor hadnNy wanyed yo auandon hik“ Fhe had 
con?inced her a.ny yo uring hik hoke, and now he was pary of yhe 
fakilm“ zy trsy, he had ueen sad and ref.sed yo eay“ bamlor s.specyed he 
kissed Oakille, u.y he had seyyled inyo his new life“ bhe syrange pary was 
yhem hadnNy fo.nd o.y his age“ Mel had ya—en hik yo a ?ey yo ka—e s.re 
he was ?accinayed and healyhm, and yhe ?ey had ueen shoc—ed, claiking 
she had ne?er seen s.ch a healyhm, wellTueha?ed ad.ly dog“

”’Nll gey mo. soke wayer,I Mel overed“
bamlor per—ed .p a uiy“ ”znd a snac—xI
Mel la.ghed again“ ”F.re, if mo. wany a uanana or a proyein uar“I
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bamlor wrin—led her nose“ ”Aross“I
”Uo. need yo —eep .p mo.r syrengyh“I Mel pa.sed“ ”znd uesides, ’ need 

yo go grocerm shopping“ ’Nk preyym s.re yhose are yhe onlm ediule foods 
lefy in yhe ho.se“I Mel disappeared inyo yhe —iychen and cake uac— a few 
kin.yes layer wiyh a glass of ice wayer“ ”Lere“I

”bhan—s“I bamlor yoo— yhe glass and sipped iy grayef.llm“ ”Fo, were yhe 
uananas royyenxI

Mel skir—ed“ ”Low did mo. —nowxI
bamlor shr.gged a sho.lder and ch.gged yhe resy of her wayer, wiping 

her hand across her ko.yh wiyh a sayisted sigh“ ”Y.c—m g.ess“ ’N?e ueen 
li?ing wiyh mo. long eno.gh“ Fho.ld we go grocerm shoppingxI

”Pe can alwams order ya—eo.y“ MeBican food or pi55axI
bamlor hesiyayed, .naule yo decide“ ”Hoyhx ’ wany yacos and pepperoni 

pi55a wiyh Kalape7os“ znd kamue soke cheesm uread“I
”Oan do, —iddo,I Mel said, going inyo yhe —iychen yo place yhe orders“
bamlor leaned uac— inyo yhe co.ch c.shions, resying her hands uehind 

her head“ Fhe closed her emes“ Fhe co.ld alkosy fall asleep, u.y yhe food 
wo.ld arri?e soon“ I’ll go to bed early, she prokised herself“

Mel rey.rned and jopped onyo yhe co.ch neBy yo her“
Hrodm nesyled in ueyween yhek and sighed wiyh conyenykeny, closing 

his emes once he was s.re neiyher of yhek was lea?ing“
”8ic— a ko?ie“I Mel handed yhe rekoye yo bamlor“
Piyho.y a word, bamlor yoo— iy frok her and searched yhro.gh yhe 

?ario.s syreaking ser?ices her a.ny paid for e?erm konyh“ Fhe scrolled 
pasy se?eral ko?ies she had wayched wiyh ?mlie earlier in yhe s.kker“ 
z pang of g.ily syauued her“ Mel had warned her noy yo spend yoo 
k.ch yike wiyh ?mlie and Farah .nyil she learned how yo conyrol her 
powers“ Fhe didnNy wany anm accidenys occ.rring“ ’y kighy ue o?er—ill, 
considering she hadnNy perforked a uasic spell in wee—s“ bhe kosy she 
had kanaged was a few keaslm p.rple spar—s, hardlm eno.gh yo do anm 
dakage“
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bamlor  dropped yhe  rekoye  onyo yhe  sc.ved,  old  covee yaule 
wiyho.y selecying a ko?ie“ H.rrowing her head inyo HrodmNs yinm 
chesy, she inhaled his cokforying dog sceny“ Fhe had K.sy gi?en hik 
a uayh, so he skelled fresh and clean“

”PhayNs wrongxI Mel as—ed“
bamlor didnNy respond and —epy her face hidden“ Fhe didnNy wany 

yo adkiy yhe yr.yh-she was depressed and didnNy feel li—e wayching a 
ko?ie wiyh her a.ny“ Phay she reallm wanyed was yo yeBy ?mlie and go 
o.y sokewhere, anywhere, and ue aro.nd norkal people“ Fhe kissed 
?mlie, u.y she also kissed her old life uac— in Minnesoya, uefore 
her parenys died and she was forced yo ko?e yo Arikwood, qoryh 
Oarolina, and li?e wiyh her a.ny Mel“ Hefore she learned auo.y yhe 
eBisyence of dekons and kagic“ Hefore she fo.nd o.y she cake frok 
a long line of powerf.l dekon h.nyers“ Fo k.ch had changed yhay 
s.kker“ boo k.ch“

Mel genylm n.dged her sho.lder“ ”bamlor, mo. can yal— yo ke“I Fhe 
pa.sed uefore as—ing, ”’s yhis auo.y mo.r parenysx Ro mo. kiss yhekxI

bamlor scoved“ ”qo“ ’ kean, of co.rse ’ kiss km parenys“ H.y yhis 
isnNy auo.y yhek“I

”Phay, yhenx ?mliexI
”Fory of“I
Mel uriejm closed her emes“ ”Oan mo. please yell kex ’ canNy read 

mo.r kind“I
bamlor p.lled her face awam frok HrodmNs sofy f.r yo peer ay her 

a.ny“ Fhe —epy Hrodm on her lap, his skall, j.vm uodm reass.ring and 
cokforying“

Le laid his head down and seyyled in“
”’ wany km old life uac—,I she whispered“
”’ —now, and ’Nk sorrm again for e?ermyhing“ ’ hope mo. —now yhay“ ’ 

ne?er keany yo h.ry mo. or mo.r parenys“ ’yNs km fa.ly mo. ha?e yo cope 
wiyh so k.ch loss, while learning how yo kasyer mo.r newfo.nd powers“ 



q’OLEYD LDURDqHG4AA

’y isnNy fair, u.y yhis is whay we ha?e yo deal wiyh for now“ ’y will gey ueyyer 
e?eny.allm, ’ prokise“I

bhe dooruell rang“
Mel K.kped .p yo gey yheir ya—eo.y“ ”He righy uac— wiyh yhe food“I
H.y bamlor didnNy yhin— her life wo.ld gey ueyyer“ Fhe didnNy see how 

iy possiulm co.ld“



MEL

Mel strode into the circular room, with her shoulders pulled back and 
head held high. Months had passed since she had seen any of the council 
members, so she was apprehensive about the meeting, but she had to do 
it for Taylor’s sake. If she could help her niece, then she would endure 
seeing them all again. It was the least she could do after the chaos she had 
caused.

The -oors in the council meeting room were swirls of polished 
gray—and—white concretejgorgeous but durable and practical. The 
circular room was encased by stained—glass windows depicting di:erent 
maNor events throughout their historyC the Hrst demon’s appearance, the 
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creation of the Hve ancient demon hunter families and the council, 
their war with the demons and the eventual defeat of the demons, and 
the celebration for the demon hunters afterward. ?he stood there, 
taking it all in. It was magniHcent, especially since she had only been 
in the room a handful of times. It never failed to take her breath away.

”xell, well, well, Melanie Turner . . . Eow long has it beenAP one 
of the council members, a tall, thin woman with pale white skin and 
long black hair, greeted her.

Llarissa Lromwell was the head of her family. The council had 
been founded with a matriarchal structure. The only e;ception to 
this rule was Vlastair qrice, whose wife had died tragically seven years 
ago, leaving him to raise three children on his own. ?ince his children 
were still too young to take the family’s place on the council, he was 
acting as the interim council member until his eldest daughter came 
of age.

”Two years, I think,P Mel said with a tight—lipped smile at being 
called by her full name. Bveryone knew she preferred Mel.

Mel  knew  e;actly  how  long  it  had  been  since  she  last  saw 
Llarissajsince her parents’ funerals. Llarissa and Sideon had been 
kind enough to make an appearance and give their condolences, 
though Mel knew it was partly for show. They didn’t care about 
her wellbeingz they had simply wanted the gossip about who would 
take over the Turner family’s vacant spot on the council. Mel’s older 
sister, Lhrista, should have taken the spot, but since she had moved 
away years ago and forfeited her right as the eldest daughter, Mel was 
the only one left. Gut she hadn’t wanted to Noin the council, anyway.

The other council members greeted her in turn. There was Vlastair 
qrice, a handsome widower with -owing white locksz 'anessa Bllis, 
a short blonde with three kidsz  and lastly,  Davender Thatcher, a 
brunette with two kids. Mel forced a smile and greeted them, shaking 
hands with each member.
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”Eave a seat, Mel,P 'anessa said, gesturing to the single chair in 
front of the raised dais where the council members all stood.

Mel complied, and the council members sat in their respective 
seats.

”Thank you for seeing us today,P Davender started, shu2ing a stack 
of papers in front of her.

Bach council member had an identical stack of papers on the long, 
raised shelf in front of them.

Mel hid her bewilderment at the statement, considering she had 
re!uested the meeting, not the council. ”Yf course,P she said politely, 
not wanting to start o: on the wrong foot. ?he wanted to remain on 
their good side.

”Melanie, you must realiFe what a terrible mistake you made,P 
Llarissa began, ”making a deal with that demon, putting the entire 
town of Srimwood in danger, not to mentionjP

”Eow do you know about thatAP Mel interrupted sharply.
Llarissa  chuckled,  and  the  other  council  members  appeared 

amused as well.
This time, Vlistair  spoke up. ”Mel,  you don’t honestly think 

we Nust sit back and let all  the demon hunters do as they pleaseA 
xe’re constantly watching everyone in the community. xe have eyes 
everywhere. xe know everything you do. xhat kind of council would 
we be if we didn3t take such measuresAP

Mel’s face paled, and her heart rate sped up. ?he hadn’t e;pected 
this. ?he needed to ask for a favor, but now she felt sure they wouldn’t 
grant her re!uest. If they knew about her deal with Vmmitt, then . . .

”xhy didn’t you interveneAP Mel demanded, her anger -aring. If 
they were aware of the situation, they could have stepped in. They 
could have protected her and Taylor, given them a safe house to hide 
out, or helped in any way besides ignoring the situation and waiting 
to see how it played out.
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”xe know about Lhrista and Oick too,P Llarissa added with a fau; 
sympathetic smile. ”It’s terrible what happened to them, but with the 
Turner family spot vacant on the council and your lack of involvement 
over the years, we had to make a decision.P

”xhat kind of decisionAP Mel asked, not liking where this was going.
Vlastair rubbed the bridge of his nose. ”It gives us no pleasure to do 

this, Mel, but we votedjthree to onejabout taking drastic measures to 
ensure no incidents like this happen again. The Turners had their time.P

Mel’s heart thundered in her chest. ?he resisted the urge to clench her 
Hsts and show her agitation until she knew the outcome. ?he could guess 
who had voted against her. ”xhat is itA xhat are you planningAP she 
demanded.

”xe’re taking away your powers,P Llarissa said in a tone that almost 
sounded gleeful.

Mel stared at the council members, one by one, uncomprehending. 
?he shook her head. ”Uou can’t be serious4 Uou can’t take away my 
powers. There are protocols. It can’tjP

”Vctually, we can. Vs I said, we already voted. Vll we need is a maNority 
vote to make such a decision,P Vlastair responded, sweeping his long 
white hair from his face.

”Ron’t you need a consensusA Cor everyone to vote yesAP Mel asked, 
trying to Hnd a way out of this. Eow could she train Taylor, much less 
protect her, if she didn’t have her powersA Eow could she do anything 
without magicA ?ometimes being a demon hunter was a nuisance, and it 
wasn’t the life she would have chosen for herself, but with Taylor in her 
life now, she needed magic. ?he needed every advantage she could get.

”In e;treme cases, a three—to—one vote is suDcient,P Llarissa said. ”xe 
didn’t want it to come to this, Mel, but you left us no choice. Uou put 
the demon hunters’ secrecy in danger, and you knowingly put humans 
in danger too, not to mention your niece. Yur powers are a gift from our 
ancestorsz they aren’t meant to do with as we please. xe must respectjP
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”Ues, yes, respect the magic,P Mel Hnished the age—old adage. ”?o what 
are you going to do, thenA Ganish meA Fill meAP

Davender chimed in, ”Oo, nothing so rash.P ?he ducked below the 
shelf in front of her. V moment later, she popped back up, holding an 
amuletja silver chain with a green stone hanging from it.

Mel gasped and put her hand to her mouth. ”Is that what I think it 
isAP

Davender nodded. ”Indeed. The Bmerald 'acuus Vmulet. Uou are 
to wear it at all times. xe’ll enchant it so you can’t take it o:, and it 
will suppress your powers.P ?he let it dangle from her Hngers, the green 
stone catching the streaks of sunlight shining through the stained—glass 
windows, creating a beautiful, multicolored prism.

”I thought the amulet was destroyed,P Mel replied, inching away from 
the dais in front of her.

?he wasn’t powerful enough to Hght o: all four of them, but perhaps 
one or two . . . Yr she could make a run for it. ?he and Taylor could 
go into hidingz they could move somewhere far away and start over. 
Vlthough that brought up a new series of issues.

Srimwood Magical Vcademy was one of the best schools for demon 
hunters in the country. Mel didn’t have connections to other schools. 
Gesides, they had tried running away before, and that hadn3t e;actly 
ended well.

Vs Mel backed further away from the council, Vlastair gasped. Eis 
pupils turned white, and he stared o: absentmindedly, as if gaFing into 
the distance. The e;pression on his face remained blank for several 
seconds.

Llarissa turned to him and put her hand on his back, rubbing 
soothingly. ”xhat is it, VlastairA xhat did you seeAP she asked when his 
eyes returned to their normal green color.

”Dock the doors4P Vlastair yelled, his voice booming across the 
polished concrete -ooring.
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Llarissa raised her hand as if to lock the doors with magic, but Taylor 
came bursting into the room.


